
Program Overview 
 
 
 

Beginning in September 2017, we are using the Christ Our Life series by Loyola Press.  
This series is complemented by our children attending 6 parish intergenerational events 
with their family throughout the year.  These family events allow each family to 
experience their Catholic faith together. 
   
In 1st grade, your child is introduced to the goodness of God as a loving Father who has 
given us the gift of his own life through Baptism.  Your child meets Jesus and gets to 
know him as a trustworthy friend.  The 1st grade year essential as it is the first year of 
preparations to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.   
 

In 2nd grade, your child is further prepared to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation 
and First Holy Communion.  Throughout the year, the children learn many signs of 
God’s loving care and practical ways to use their own talents to share God’s love with 
others.  The children attend a fun, activity filled retreat with a parent/guardian. 
 

The focus of the 3rd grade year is faith, which is belief and trust in a God who knows us, 
loves us, and calls each of us by name. The children will become familiar with the 
mysteries of faith that are professed in the Apostles’ Creed.   
 

In the 4th grade year, the children begin to use a Bible in the classroom along with their 
books.  They will be learning how God calls us to live with him forever.  The 
commandments are taught as signs of God’s love and the Beatitudes are introduced as 
Jesus’ way to happiness. 
 

The 5th grade year focuses on learning the meaning of worshiping God in community.  
The worship of God includes both prayer and service.  Through studying liturgy, the 
children become more aware of Christ’s work of salvation and they learn to participate 
more fully in Mass in order to give thanks and praise to God. 
 

In 6th grade your child will study the Old Testament and its meaning for Catholics.  
Study of the Old Testament guides your child to see in Jesus the fulfillment of all the 
Father has promised.  
 

The 7th grade curriculum is shared with Confirmed in the Spirit by Loyola Press as 
children actively prepare to receive the sacrament of Confirmation.  Students begin 
living an active Christian life by serving in the community, for a charity organization or 
the Church.  The year focuses on the Sacraments, the fruits and gifts of the Holy Spirit 
and the works of mercy.   
 

The 8th grade curriculum is again shared with Confirmed in the Spirit by Loyola Press as 
children continue to actively prepare to receive the sacrament of Confirmation.  
Students continue to lead an active Christian life by continuing to serve in a community 
organization, a charity organization or in the Church.  Students and a parent/guardian 
attend a spiritual retreat together.  Lessons continue to focus on the Holy Spirit as well 
as History of the Church and the Four Marks of the Church.  
 
 

 


